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A printing control apparatus includes: an intermediate data
generating unit that generates a piece of intermediate data;
a judgment unit that, using attribute information, judges
whether a piece of object data is a bitmap image; a first
color/monochrome judgment unit that makes a color/mono-
chrome judgment using the attribute information; and a
second color/monochrome judgment unit that further makes
the color/monochrome judgment for each individual pixel
when the piece of object data is a bitmap image and is judged
to be in color by the first color/monochrome judgment unit.
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PRINTING CONTROL APPARATUS THAT
CONTROLS SWITCHING BETWEEN COLOR
MODE AND MONOCHROME MODE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority of the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2013-
194794, filed on Sep. 20, 2013, the entire contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The present invention relates to a printing control appa-
ratus.

BACKGROUND

In recent years, many printing apparatuses used in, for
example, an office have had a function for switching
between a color mode and a monochrome mode in accor-
dance with the attributes of a print target page.

Some printing technologies have been proposed that
relate to the function for switching between a color mode
and a monochrome mode (e.g., patent document 1).

In the method proposed by patent document 1, a first
color/monochrome judgment is performed using attribute
information of object data. When the object data is an image,
it is temporarily judged that the image is a color image
without performing the first color/monochrome judgment.
That is, even a monochrome image is judged to be a color
image. When the object data is a monochrome image, color
raster data is generated and a second color/monochrome
judgment is then performed for each pixel.

Patent document 1: Japanese Laid-open Patent Publica-
tion No. 2007-282027

SUMMARY

In the method proposed in patent document 1, a color/
monochrome judgment can be precisely performed for each
page, but a long processing time is required because the
color/monochrome judgment is performed on a pixel-by-
pixel basis for every image.

In view of this problem, an object of the invention is to
provide a printing control apparatus that is capable of
making a color/monochrome judgment on all images with-
out performing a color/monochrome judgment on a pixel-
by-pixel basis, and to provide a recording medium having
stored therein a program for enabling such a color/mono-
chrome judgment.

A printing control apparatus of one aspect includes: a
processor which performs a process including: generating,
using a piece of data on a print target, a piece of intermediate
data including a rendering command for each individual
piece of object data; first judging, using attribute informa-
tion of a piece of judgment-target object data included in the
rendering command, whether the piece of judgment-target
object data is a bitmap image; second judging, using the
attribute information, which of color or monochrome the
piece of judgment-target object data is in; third judging
which of color or monochrome each individual pixel of the
piece of judgment-target object data is in when the piece of
judgment-target object data is a bitmap image and is judged
to be in color by the second judging; and when the piece of
judgment-target object data is judged to include a color pixel
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by third judging, generating a piece of job data indicating a
color mode for a page of the print target on which the piece
of judgment-target object data is placed.

According to a printing control apparatus of one aspect,
when pieces of judgment-target object data are bitmap
images, a first color/monochrome judgment is made using
attribute information (format of the bitmap images), and a
second color/monochrome judgment (color/monochrome
judgment made on a pixel-by-pixel basis) is made on only a
piece of object data judged to be in color in the first
color/monochrome judgment.

Such a configuration may shorten the time required for the
judgment process in comparison with a situation in which a
color/monochrome judgment is made on a pixel-by-pixel
basis for every image. That is, the processing speed can be
enhanced. In addition, the first color/monochrome judgment
is made, and then the second color/monochrome judgment is
made on a pixel-by-pixel basis for bitmap images judged to
be in color images in the first color/monochrome judgment,
thereby achieving precise color/monochrome judgments.
That is, an image consisting of only grayscale pixels can be
judged to be a monochrome image.

A color/monochrome judgment is also made prior to
conversion into raster data, i.e., a color/monochrome judg-
ment is also made on a piece of intermediate data including
a rendering command for each individual piece of object
data. In, for example, a print preview mode, such a con-
figuration enables a color or monochrome mode to be
appropriately indicated for each page of a draft of a print
preview target, thereby improving convenience. The color/
monochrome judgment is made prior to conversion into
raster data, and hence, for monochrome, only monochrome
raster data needs to be generated, thereby decreasing the
amount of memory to be used.

A printing control apparatus of another aspect includes: a
processor which performs a process including: generating,
using a piece of data on a print target, a piece of intermediate
data including a rendering command for each individual
piece of object data; first judging, using attribute informa-
tion of a piece of judgment-target object data included in the
rendering command, whether the piece of judgment-target
object data is a bitmap image; when the piece of judgment-
target object data is a bitmap image, second judging, using
the attribute information, whether the piece of judgment-
target object data is in color, so as to judge whether the piece
of judgment-target object data corresponds to a designated
object indicating a type of object data including a color
element, the designated object is designated in a print
setting; when a judgment-target bitmap image is judged to
be in color by the second judging, third judging which of
color or monochrome each individual pixel of the judgment-
target bitmap image is in, so as to judge whether the piece
of judgment-target object data corresponds to the designated
object; and generating a piece of job data for applying a
predetermined process to a piece of object data judged to
correspond to the designated object by the third judging.

A vprinting control apparatus of another aspect, for
example, generates a piece of job data from which a piece
of object data corresponding to a designated object has been
excluded. Such a configuration allows a plurality of types of
job data to be generated using one draft so that user
convenience can be improved.

The object and advantages of the invention will be
realized and attained by means of the elements and combi-
nations particularly pointed out in the claims.
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It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are not restrictive of the inven-
tion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
exemplary configuration of a print system in accordance
with embodiment 1 and an exemplary configuration of a
printing control apparatus forming the print system.

FIG. 2A illustrates an exemplary color/monochrome man-
agement table in accordance with embodiment 1.

FIG. 2B illustrates a method for a color/monochrome
judgment in accordance with embodiment 1 under a condi-
tion in which judgment-target object data is a bitmap image.

FIG. 3 is an exemplary flowchart illustrating the flow of
a color/monochrome judgment process in accordance with
embodiment 1.

FIG. 4 is an exemplary flowchart illustrating the flow of
a color/monochrome judgment process for a page k in
accordance with embodiment 1.

FIG. 5 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
exemplary configuration of a printing control apparatus
forming a print system in accordance with embodiment 2.

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary unprocessed object man-
agement table in accordance with embodiment 2.

FIG. 7 is an exemplary flowchart illustrating the flow of
a color/monochrome judgment process for a page k in
accordance with embodiment 2.

FIGS. 8A and 8B illustrate exemplary screens for setting
a highlighting effect in accordance with embodiment 3.

FIG. 9 is an exemplary flowchart illustrating the flow of
a color/monochrome judgment process for a page k in
accordance with embodiment 3.

FIG. 10 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
exemplary configuration of a printing control apparatus
forming a print system in accordance with embodiment 4.

FIG. 11 illustrates an example of a designated-object-
printing setting screen in accordance with embodiment 4,
and specific examples for settings.

FIG. 12 illustrates an example of a designated-object
management table in accordance with embodiment 4.

FIG. 13 is an exemplary flowchart illustrating the flow of
a designated-object identifying process in accordance with
embodiment 4.

FIG. 14 is an exemplary flowchart illustrating the flow of
a designated-object identifying process for page k in accor-
dance with embodiment 4.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The following will describe embodiments of the present
invention in detail with reference to the drawings.

Descriptions will be given of embodiment 1.

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
exemplary configuration of a print system 100 in accordance
with embodiment 1 and an exemplary configuration of a
printing control apparatus 10 forming the print system 100.
As depicted in FIG. 1, the print system 100 includes one or
more printing control apparatuses 10 and one or more
printing apparatuses 20 (image forming apparatuses), and
the printing control apparatuses 10 and the printing appa-
ratuses 20 are communicably connected over a network NW.

The printing apparatus 20 processes a print job (herein-
after referred to as job data) output by the printing control
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apparatus 10, prints information on a print medium such as
printing paper, and outputs the print medium.

The printing control apparatus 10 in accordance with
embodiment 1, which is an information terminal apparatus,
e.g., a smartphone or PC (Personal Computer), generates job
data for a print target in accordance with a print instruction
from a user and transmits the generated job data to a
designated printing apparatus 20. As depicted in FIG. 1, the
printing control apparatus 10 in accordance with embodi-
ment 1 includes a communication unit 11, a storage unit 12,
a display unit 13, an operation unit 14, and a control unit 15.

The following descriptions are based on an example in
which an OS (Operating System) of the printing control
apparatus 10 is Windows®.

The communication unit 11 consists of, for example, a
communication module and communicates with the printing
apparatus 20 over the network NW. In one possible example,
the communication unit 11 transmits generated job data to
the printing apparatus 20.

The storage unit 12 consists of, for example, a RAM
(Random Access Memory), a ROM (Read Only Memory),
and an HDD (Hard Disk Drive) and functions as a work area
for a CPU (Central Processing Unit) forming the control unit
15; a program area for storing various programs such as an
operation program for controlling the entirety of the printing
control apparatus 10; and a data area for storing various
types of data such as a color/monochrome management table
T1, which will be described in detail hereinafter.

Next, with reference to FIG. 2A, descriptions will be
given of a color/monochrome management table T1 stored
in the data area of the storage unit 12. FIG. 2A illustrates an
example of a color/monochrome management table T1 in
accordance with embodiment 1.

The color/monochrome management table T1 is managed
by a flag setting unit 15/, which will be described in detail
hereinafter. In the generating of job data, a job data gener-
ating unit 15/, which will be described in detail hereinafter,
refers to the color/monochrome management table T1. As
depicted in FIG. 2A, each “color flag” is associated with a
“page” in the color/monochrome management table T1.

A “color flag” indicates whether the corresponding page
includes color object data. In embodiment 1, a flag value of
“0” indicates that the corresponding page does not include
color object data, and a flag value of “1” indicates that the
corresponding page does include color object data. “0” is
given as an initial value. When color object data is included,
the flag setting unit 15/ changes a corresponding flag value
to “17.

In the example of FIG. 2A, the flag value corresponding
to page 1 is “17, and this means that page 1 has been judged
to include color object data.

Descriptions will be given by referring to FIG. 1 again.
The display unit 13 consists of a display apparatus, e.g., an
LCD (Liquid Crystal Display) or an organic EL (Electro-
Luminescence) display. The display unit 13 displays, for
example, various feature buttons and various setting screens
on the display screen.

The operation unit 14 consists of, for example, a keyboard
and/or a touch panel displayed on the display screen of the
display unit 13. The user can operate the operation unit 14
to give an instruction to perform a desired process, e.g., give
a print instruction.

The control unit 15 consists of, for example, a CPU. The
control unit 15 executes an operation program stored in a
program area of the storage unit 12 so as to achieve, as
depicted in FIG. 1, functions as a judgment unit 154, an
intermediate-data generating unit 154, a first counter 15¢, an
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attribute-information obtaining unit 154, a second counter
15e, a first color/monochrome judgment unit 157, a second
color/monochrome judgment unit 15¢, a flag setting unit
154, and a job-data generating unit 15/, and so as to perform
various processes, including a color/monochrome judgment
process and a process of controlling the entirety of the
printing control apparatus 10.

The judgment unit 15¢ judges whether a color/mono-
chrome judgment has been made on all print-target pages.
More particularly, the judgment unit 15a judges whether a
counter value k of the first counter 15¢ has exceeded the
number of print-target pages, so as to judge whether the
color/monochrome judgment has been made on all print-
target pages.

The judgment unit 154 judges whether an n-th piece of
object data corresponding to the counter value n of the
second counter 15¢ is a bitmap image such as an image in
JPEG (Joint Photographic Experts Group) format or image
in GIF (Graphics Interchange Format). More particularly,
the judgment unit 15a analyzes attribute information of
judgment-target object data obtained by the attribute-infor-
mation obtaining unit 154 and judges, using, for example, a
file type, whether the object data is a bitmap image.

The judgment unit 15a judges whether the color/mono-
chrome judgment has been made on all of the pieces of
object data of a judgment-target page. More particularly, the
judgment unit 15a judges whether a counter value n of the
second counter 15¢ has exceeded the number of pieces of the
object data of the print-target page, so as to decide whether
the color/monochrome judgment has been made on all of the
pieces of object data of the print-target page.

In response to a print instruction from the user, using
print-target data, the intermediate-data generating unit 156
generates an EMF (Enhanced Meta File) for causing a
process to be performed for generating job data in a back-
ground and stores the EMF in the storage unit 12. The EMF
is intermediate data including a rendering command for each
individual piece of object data. Using the EMF, the job-data
generating unit 15/ can generate job data in the background.
The EMF will hereinafter be referred to as intermediate data.

The first counter 15¢ is a counter for making a manage-
ment to decide whether the color/monochrome judgment has
been made on all of the print-target pages. The control unit
15 manages the first counter 15¢. In embodiment 1, the
initial value of the counter value k of the first counter 15¢ is
“17, which is incremented by the control unit 15 every time
the color/monochrome judgment is made on one page. That
is, the counter value k of the first counter 15¢ indicates the
number of a judgment-target page. Judgment-target pages
will hereinafter be referred to as “page k™.

The attribute-information obtaining unit 154 analyzes
intermediate data generated by the intermediate-data gener-
ating unit 155 so as to obtain attribute information of each
piece of object data of the page k. That is, for each piece of
object data, the attribute-information obtaining unit 154
obtains the attribute information included in a corresponding
rendering command.

The attribute information of object data obtained by the
attribute-information obtaining unit 154 includes, for
example, the file type of the object data; for object data that
is not a bitmap image, the attribute information includes the
color code of the object data; for object data that is a bitmap
image, the attribute information includes the format of the
bitmap image.

The second counter 15¢ is a counter for making a man-
agement to judge whether the color/monochrome judgment
has been made on all pieces of object data of the page k in
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a color/monochrome judgment process performed on a
page-by-page basis. The control unit 15 manages the second
counter 15e. In embodiment 1, the initial value of the
counter value n of the second counter 15¢ is “1”, which is
incremented by the control unit 15 every time a piece of
judgment-target object data is judged to be in monochrome
in the color/monochrome judgment process intended for
each individual piece of object data.

In embodiment 1, in the color/monochrome judgment
performed for each individual piece of object data, the
color/monochrome judgment process is performed on pieces
of object data starting from the upper end of the page k
toward the lower end thereof. That is, the counter value n of
the second counter 15¢ indicates a piece of judgment-target
object data of the page k, wherein the counter value n
becomes lower to indicate a piece of judgment-target object
data closer to the upper end, and becomes higher to indicate
a piece of judgment-target object data closer to the bottom
end.

Using the attribute information of judgment-target object
data obtained by the attribute-information obtaining unit
154, the first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ decides
which of color or monochrome the judgment-target object
data is in.

More particularly, when the judgment-target object data is
not a bitmap image, the first color/monochrome judgment
unit 15/ makes the color/monochrome judgment using a
color code included in the rendering command of the
judgment-target object data.

As an example, the color code OxFF008000 represents (c,
R, G, B)=(255, 0, 128, 0), which indicates rendering with a
color in the green range. That is, the object data in such a
case is judged to be in color by the first color/monochrome
judgment unit 15f. In other words, when a color code
indicates grayscale or black and white, the first color/
monochrome judgment unit 15 judges the object data to be
in monochrome; otherwise, the first color/monochrome
judgment unit 15fjudges the object data to be in color. Note
that a, R, G, and B mean transmittance, red, green, and blue,
respectively.

For judgment-target object data that is a bitmap image, the
first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ makes the color/
monochrome judgment using the format of the bitmap
image. That is, the first color/monochrome judgment unit
15f makes the color/monochrome judgment using a value
(biBitCount) specifying the number of bits per pixel in the
format of the bitmap image.

With reference to FIG. 2B, the following will more
specifically describe the method for the color/monochrome
judgment of embodiment 1 under a condition in which
judgment-target object data is a bitmap image. FIG. 2B
illustrates a method for a color/monochrome judgment in
accordance with embodiment 1 under a condition in which
judgment-target object data is a bitmap image.

Referring to FIG. 2B, ‘1’ indicates a black-and-white
bitmap, according to which the first color/monochrome
judgment unit 15/ judges the judgment-target object data to
be in monochrome. “4”, “8”, “16”, “24”, and “32” respec-
tively mean that the maximum numbers of colors that can be
held (hereinafter referred to as “maximum holdable-colors
number”) are 16 (2%), 256 (2%), 65536 (2'9), 16777216 (22,
and 4294967296 (2°2); in the case of these values, accord-
ingly, the first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ judges
the judgment-target object data to be in color.

Descriptions will be given with reference to FIG. 1 again.
When judgment-target object data is a bitmap image judged
to be in color by the first color/monochrome judgment unit
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15f, the second color/monochrome judgment unit 15g makes
the color/monochrome judgment for each of the pixels of the
judgment-target object data in order starting from, for
example, a pixel at the upper-left end. In this case, when a
certain pixel is judged to be in color, the second color/
monochrome judgment unit 15¢g does not perform the color/
monochrome judgment on the following pixels and judges
that the judgment-target object data is in color.

Even in a situation where the first color/monochrome
judgment unit 15/ makes the color/monochrome judgment,
when the value specifying the number of bits per pixel is
“47 <87 <167, “24”, or “32”, the second color/monochrome
judgment unit 15g also makes the color/monochrome judg-
ment for each pixel because all of the pixels of the judgment-
target object data could be in R=G=B (grayscale).

The flag setting unit 15/ initializes the color/monochrome
management table T1 and changes the settings of color flags
therein. More particularly, when judgment-target object data
is not a bitmap image and the first color/monochrome
judgment unit 15/ or the second color/monochrome judg-
ment unit 15g judges the judgment-target object data to be
in color, the flag setting unit 15/ changes the flag value of
the color flag of a corresponding page within the color/
monochrome management table T1, i.e., a page on which the
judgment-target object data is located, to “1”. Accordingly,
job data is generated indicating the color mode for the page.

When the color/monochrome judgment has been com-
pleted on all of the print-target pages, the job-data generat-
ing unit 15 refers to the color/monochrome management
table T1 so as to generate job data reflecting the result of the
color/monochrome judgment, and causes the communica-
tion unit 11 to transmit the generated job data to a designated
printing apparatus 20. Referring to, for example, FIG. 2A,
the job-data generating unit 15/ generates job data indicating
the color mode for page 1 and the monochrome mode for
pages 2 and 3.

With reference to FIG. 3, the following will describe the
flow of a color/monochrome judgment process performed by
the printing control apparatus 10 in accordance with
embodiment 1. FIG. 3 is an exemplary flowchart illustrating
the flow of a color/monochrome judgment process in accor-
dance with embodiment 1. The color/monochrome judgment
process starts in response to a print instruction made by the
user operating the operation unit 14.

The print instruction is made to cause the intermediate-
data generating unit 155 to generate intermediate data using
print-target data and to store the intermediate data in the
storage unit 12 (step S001). The flag setting unit 154
initializes the color/monochrome management table T1
(step S002). The control unit 15 resets the first counter 15¢
(counter value k=1) (step S003).

The first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ performs
the color/monochrome judgment process for a page k in
cooperation with, for example, the attribute-information
obtaining unit 154 (step S004). When the color/mono-
chrome judgment process for the page k ends, the control
unit 15 increments the first counter 15¢ (step S005), and the
judgment unit 15¢ judges whether the color/monochrome
judgment has been made on all of the pages of the print
target (step S006).

When the judgment unit 15a judges that the color/mono-
chrome judgment has not been made for all of the pages of
the print target (NO in step S006), the flow returns to step
S004, and the aforementioned processes are repeated.

Meanwhile, when the judgment unit 15a judges that the
color/monochrome judgment has been made on all of the
pages of the print target (YES in step S006), the job-data
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generating unit 15/ refers to the color/monochrome man-
agement table T1 so as to generate job data reflecting the
result of the color/monochrome judgment on the print target,
and causes the communication unit 11 to transmit the
generated job data to a designated printing apparatus 20
(step S007). Then, the process ends.

With reference to FIG. 4, the following will describe the
flow of a color/monochrome judgment process for a page k
in accordance with embodiment 1. FIG. 4 is an exemplary
flowchart illustrating the flow of a color/monochrome judg-
ment process for a page k in accordance with embodiment
1. This color/monochrome judgment process for a page k
corresponds to the process of step S004 of the aforemen-
tioned color/monochrome judgment process.

The attribute-information obtaining unit 154 analyzes
intermediate data so as to obtain attribute information of
each piece of object data of the page k (step S101). The
control unit 15 resets the second counter 15¢ (counter value
n=1) (step S102).

The judgment unit 154 judges whether an n-th piece of
object data of the page k is a bitmap image (step S103).

When the judgment unit 15a judges that the n-th piece of
object data is a bitmap image (YES in step S103), the first
color/monochrome judgment unit 15 makes the color/
monochrome judgment using the format of the bitmap image
(step S104).

When the result of the judgment made by the first color/
monochrome judgment unit 15/is monochrome (NO in step
S104), the flow shifts to step S202, which will be described
hereinafter. Meanwhile, when the result of the judgment
made by the first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ is
color (YES in step S104), the second color/monochrome
judgment unit 15g makes the color/monochrome judgment
for each pixel of the judgment-target object data (step S105).

When the second color/monochrome judgment unit 15¢
judges that the judgment-target object data does not include
a color pixel (NO in step S105), the flow shifts to step S202,
which will be described hereinafter.

Meanwhile, when the second color/monochrome judg-
ment unit 15g judges that the judgment-target object data
includes a color pixel (YES in step S105), the flag setting
unit 15/ changes the flag value of the color flag of the page
k to “1” (step S106). Then, the process ends, and the flow
shifts to step S005 in the color/monochrome judgment
process.

As described above, when the second color/monochrome
judgment unit 15g judges that the judgment-target object
data includes a color pixel, the color/monochrome judgment
is not made on all pieces of object data of the page k, and
the color/monochrome judgment on the page k immediately
terminates.

When the judgment unit 154 judges in step S103 that the
n-th piece of object data is not a bitmap image (NO in step
S103), the first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ makes
the color/monochrome judgment using color codes (step
S201).

When the result of the judgment made by the first color/
monochrome judgment unit 15f7is color (YES in step S201),
the flow shifts to step S106, where the flag setting unit 15/
changes the flag value of the color flag of the page k to “1”
(step S106). Then, the process ends, and the flow shifts to
step S005 in the color/monochrome judgment process.

As described above, when judgment-target object data
that is not a bitmap image is judged to be in color by the first
color/monochrome judgment unit 15, the color/mono-
chrome judgment is not made on all of the pieces of object
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data of the page k, and the color/monochrome judgment on
the page k immediately terminates.

Meanwhile, when the result of the judgment made by the
first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ is monochrome
(NO in step S201), the control unit 15 increments the second
counter 15e (step S202), and the judgment unit 154 judges
whether the color/monochrome judgment has been made on
all of the pieces of object data of the page k (step S203).

When the judgment unit 15a judges that the color/mono-
chrome judgment has not been made on all of the pieces of
object data of the page k (NO in step S203), the flow returns
to step S103, and the aforementioned processes are repeated.

Meanwhile, when the judgment unit 15a judges that the
color/monochrome judgment has been made on all of the
pieces of object data of the page k (YES in step S203), the
process ends, and the flow shifts to step S005 in the
color/monochrome judgment process. In this case, the flag
value of the color flag of the page k registered in the
color/monochrome management table T1 does not change.

In embodiment 1, for judgment-target object data that is
a bitmap image, the printing control apparatus 10 initially
makes the first color/monochrome judgment process using
an image format and performs the second color/mono-
chrome judgment process (a color/monochrome judgment
made for each individual pixel) for only those pieces of
object data judged to be in color in the first color/mono-
chrome judgment.

Such a configuration may shorten the time required for the
judgment process in comparison with a situation in which a
color/monochrome judgment is made on a pixel-by-pixel
basis for every image. That is, the processing speed can be
enhanced. In addition, the first color/monochrome judgment
is made, and then the second color/monochrome judgment is
made on a pixel-by-pixel basis for object data (a bitmap
image) judged to be color data in the first color/monochrome
judgment, thereby achieving precise color/monochrome
judgments. That is, an image consisting of only grayscale
pixels can be judged to be a monochrome image.

In embodiment 1, the printing control apparatus 10 makes
the color/monochrome judgment on a page-by-page basis
before converting intermediate data generated by the inter-
mediate-data generating unit 155 into raster data, i.e., the
printing control apparatus 10 makes the color/monochrome
judgment on a page-by-page basis for intermediate data
including a rendering command for each individual piece of
object data.

In, for example, a print preview mode, such a configura-
tion enables a color or monochrome mode to be appropri-
ately indicated for each page of a draft of a print preview
target, thereby improving convenience. The color/mono-
chrome judgment is made on a page-by-page basis prior to
conversion into raster data, and hence, for a monochrome
image, only monochrome raster data needs to be generated,
thereby decreasing the amount of memory to be used.

The following will describe embodiment 2.

In embodiment 1, in the color/monochrome judgment
intended for each individual piece of object data, the color/
monochrome judgment is made on pieces of object data
starting from the upper end of the page k toward the lower
end thereof.

In embodiment 2, a color/monochrome judgment
intended for a bitmap image is initially performed. This is
because bitmap images are far more likely to be color
images than non-bitmap-image object data are. Hence, ini-
tially performing the color/monochrome judgment intended
for a bitmap image may shorten the processing time required
to make the judgment.
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FIG. 5 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
exemplary configuration of the printing control apparatus
10, which forms the print system 100 in accordance with
embodiment 2. The configuration of the print system 100 of
embodiment 2 is the same as the print system 100 of
embodiment 1. The basic configuration of the printing
control apparatus 10 in accordance with embodiment 2 is the
same as the printing control apparatus 10 in accordance with
embodiment 1.

However, as illustrated in FIG. 5, embodiment 2 is
different from embodiment 1 in the sense that the control
unit further includes a table setting unit 15/. Another differ-
ence from embodiment 1 is that the storage unit 12 further
stores an unprocessed object management table T2, which is
depicted in FIG. 6. In addition, the judgment unit 154 and
the second counter 15¢ provide functions slightly different
from those provided by the judgment unit 15a and the
second counter 15¢ in embodiment 1.

First, with reference to FIG. 6, descriptions will be given
of the unprocessed object management table T2, which is
stored in the storage unit 12. FIG. 6 illustrates an example
of the unprocessed object management table T2 in accor-
dance with embodiment 2. The unprocessed object manage-
ment table T2 is managed by the table setting unit 15/ and
includes a list of object numbers n.

The table setting unit 15 stores, in the fields of “object
number n”, counter values n of the second counter 15 that
correspond to pieces of non-bitmap-image object data from
among the pieces of object data of a page k. That is, the
unprocessed object management table T2 is a table for
managing non-bitmap-image object data, i.e., data to be
dealt with after the color/monochrome judgment is per-
formed preferentially on a bitmap image. Referring to, for
example, FIG. 6, “17, “2”, “4”, and “6” are registered,
indicating that none of the pieces of object data correspond-
ing to “17, “2”, “4”, and “6”, i.e., counter values n of the
second counter 15e, is a bitmap image.

Descriptions will be given with reference to FIG. 5 again.
The control unit 15 consists of, for example, a CPU. The
control unit 15 executes an operation program stored in a
program area of the storage unit 12 so as to achieve, as
depicted in FIG. 5, functions as the judgment unit 154, the
intermediate-data generating unit 1554, the first counter 15¢,
the attribute-information obtaining unit 15d, the second
counter 15¢, the first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/,
the second color/monochrome judgment unit 15g, the flag
setting unit 154, the job-data generating unit 15/, and the
table setting unit 15, and so as to perform various processes,
including a color/monochrome judgment process and a
process of controlling the entirety of the printing control
apparatus 10.

The judgment unit 15a judges whether the color/mono-
chrome judgment has been made on all print-target pages.
More particularly, the judgment unit 15a judges whether a
counter value k of the first counter 15¢ has exceeded the
number of print-target pages, so as to judge whether the
color/monochrome judgment has been made on all print-
target pages.

The judgment unit 154 judges whether an n-th piece of
object data corresponding to the counter value n of the
second counter 15¢ is a bitmap image. More particularly, the
judgment unit 15¢ analyzes attribute information of judg-
ment-target object data obtained by the attribute-information
obtaining unit 154 and judges, using, for example, a file
type, whether the object data is a bitmap image.

The judgment unit 15a judges whether all pieces of object
data of a page k have been judged as to whether they are
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bitmap images. More particularly, the judgment unit 15a
judges whether a counter value n of the second counter 15¢
has exceeded the number of pieces of the object data of the
page k, so as to judge whether all pieces of object data of the
page k have been judged as to whether they are bitmap
images.

In addition, the judgment unit 15a refers to the unpro-
cessed object management table T2 so as to judge whether
an object number is registered.

The second counter 15¢ is a counter for making a man-
agement to judge whether, in the color/monochrome judg-
ment process performed on a page-by-page basis, all pieces
of object data of the page k have been judged as to whether
they are bitmap images. The control unit 15 manages the
second counter 15¢. In embodiment 2, the initial value of the
counter value n of the second counter 15¢ is “1”, which is
incremented by the control unit 15 every time a piece of
object data is judged as to whether it is a bitmap image in the
color/monochrome judgment process performed for each
individual piece of object data.

In embodiment 2, in the color/monochrome judgment
performed for each individual piece of object data, each
piece of object data is judged as to whether it is a bitmap
image, starting from the upper end of the page k toward the
lower end thereof. That is, the counter value n of the second
counter 15¢ indicates a piece of judgment-target object data
of the page k, wherein the counter value n becomes lower to
indicate a piece of judgment-target object data closer to the
upper end, and becomes higher to indicate a piece of
judgment-target object data closer to the bottom end.

The table setting unit 15/ manages the unprocessed object
management table T2. In one possible example, when the
judgment unit 15a judges that a piece of object data is not
a bitmap image, the table setting unit 15; registers the
counter value n of the second counter 15¢ in the unprocessed
object management table T2. In another possible example,
when the first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ per-
forms the color/monochrome judgment process on a piece of
object data registered in the unprocessed object management
table T2, the table setting unit 15/ deletes the registration of
this piece of object data from the unprocessed object man-
agement table T2.

With reference to FIG. 7, the following will describe the
flow of the color/monochrome judgment process for a page
k in accordance with embodiment 2. FIG. 7 is an exemplary
flowchart illustrating the flow of the color/monochrome
judgment process for a page k in accordance with embodi-
ment 2. This color/monochrome judgment process for a page
k corresponds to the process of step S004 of the aforemen-
tioned color/monochrome judgment process. Note that the
color/monochrome judgment process in accordance with
embodiment 2 is the same as the color/monochrome judg-
ment process in accordance with embodiment 1.

The attribute-information obtaining unit 154 analyzes
intermediate data so as to obtain attribute information of
each piece of object data of the page k (step S101). The
control unit 15 resets the second counter 15¢ (counter value
n=1) (step S102).

The judgment unit 154 judges whether an n-th piece of
object data of the page k is a bitmap image (step S103).

When the judgment unit 15a judges that the n-th piece of
object data is a bitmap image (YES in step S103), the first
color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ makes the color/
monochrome judgment using the format of the bitmap image
(step S104).

When the result of the judgment made by the first color/
monochrome judgment unit 15/is monochrome (NO in step
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S104), the flow shifts to step S302, which will be described
hereinafter. Meanwhile, when the result of the judgment
made by the first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ is
color (YES in step S104), the second color/monochrome
judgment unit 15g makes the color/monochrome judgment
for each pixel of the judgment-target object data (step S105).

When the second color/monochrome judgment unit 15¢
judges that the judgment-target object data does not include
a color pixel (NO in step S105), the flow shifts to step S302,
which will be described hereinafter.

Meanwhile, when the second color/monochrome judg-
ment unit 15g judges that the judgment-target object data
includes a color pixel (YES in step S105), the flag setting
unit 15/ changes the flag value of the color flag of the page
k to “1” (step S106).

The table setting unit 15/ initializes the unprocessed
object management table T2 (step S107). Then, the subject
process ends, and the flow shifts to step S005 in the
color/monochrome judgment process. As described above,
when the second color/monochrome judgment unit 15¢
judges that the judgment-target object data includes a color
pixel, the color/monochrome judgment is not made on all
pieces of object data of the page k, and the color/mono-
chrome judgment on the page k immediately terminates.

When the judgment unit 154 judges in step S103 that the
n-th piece of object data is not a bitmap image (NO in step
S103), the table setting unit 15; registers the counter value
n of the second counter 15¢ in the unprocessed object
management table T2 (step S301).

The control unit 15 increments the second counter 15¢
(step S302). The judgment unit 154 judges whether all
pieces of object data of the page k have been judged as to
whether they are bitmap images (step S303). When the
judgment unit 154 judges that not every piece of object data
of the page k has been judged as to whether it is a bitmap
image (NO in step S303), the flow returns to step S103, and
the aforementioned processes are repeated.

Meanwhile, when the judgment unit 154 judges that every
piece of object data of the page k has been judged as to
whether it is a bitmap image (YES in step S303), the
judgment unit 15a further judges whether an object number
is registered in the unprocessed object management table T2
(step S304).

When the judgment unit 154 judges that an object number
is not registered in the unprocessed object management table
T2 (NO in step S304), the process ends, and the flow shifts
to step S005 in the color/monochrome judgment process. In
this case, the flag value of the color flag of the page k
registered in the color/monochrome management table T1
does not change.

Meanwhile, when the judgment unit 15¢ judges that an
object number is registered in the unprocessed object man-
agement table T2 (YES in step S304), the first color/
monochrome judgment unit 15/ performs the color/mono-
chrome judgment process on pieces of object data in order
starting from, for example, the piece having the lowest
number n (step S305). Since the judgment-target object data
is not a bitmap image, the first color/monochrome judgment
unit 15/ makes the color/monochrome judgment using color
codes.

When the result of the judgment made by the first color/
monochrome judgment unit 15f7is color (YES in step S305),
the flow shifts to step S106, where the flag setting unit 15/
changes the flag value of the color flag of the page k to “1”
(step S106). The table setting unit 15; initializes the unpro-
cessed object management table T2 (step S107). Then, the
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process ends, and the flow shifts to step S005 in the
color/monochrome judgment process.

As described above, when judgment-target object data
that is not a bitmap image is judged to be in color by the first
color/monochrome judgment unit 15, the color/mono-
chrome judgment is not made on all of the pieces of object
data of the page k, and the color/monochrome judgment on
the page k immediately terminates.

Meanwhile, when the result of the judgment made by the
first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ is monochrome
(NO in step S305), the table setting unit 15/ deletes, from the
unprocessed object management table T2, the registration of
the piece of object data for which the judgment has been
made (step S306), the flow returns to step S304, and the
aforementioned processes are repeated.

In embodiment 2, the printing control apparatus 10 pref-
erentially makes the color/monochrome judgment on a piece
of object data of a particular type included in the page k.
Such a configuration may shorten the processing time
required for the judgment process.

The following will describe embodiment 3.

An application of the invention will be described with
reference to embodiment 3. With reference to embodiment
3, descriptions will be given of an example in which, when
a highlighting effect is set using the highlighting-effect-
setting screen depicted in FIGS. 8A and 8B, every print-
target page is judged as to whether it includes object data
corresponding to a specified highlighting effect, wherein the
color mode is selected (set) for those pages with object data
corresponding to the specified highlighting effect, and the
monochrome mode is selected (set) for those pages without
object data corresponding to the specified highlighting
effect.

The basic configurations of the apparatuses forming the
print system 100 in accordance with embodiment 3 are the
same as those in embodiment 1. However, the judgment unit
15a and the first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/
provide functions slightly different from those provided by
the judgment unit 15¢ and the first color/monochrome
judgment unit 15f'in embodiment 1.

Embodiment 3 is based on the assumption that, in making
print settings by operating the operation unit 14, the user of
the printing control apparatus 10 sets a highlighting setting
using the highlighting-effect setting screen illustrated in
FIGS. 8A and 8B. Both FIGS. 8A and 8B illustrate an
exemplary screen for setting a highlighting effect in accor-
dance with embodiment 3. With reference to FIGS. 8A and
8B, the setting of a highlighting effect becomes effective
when, for example, a checkbox is checked, and the color
mode is used for a page on which object data corresponding
to the highlighting effect selected by the user is placed.

The highlighting-effect setting screens depicted in FIGS.
8A and 8B are mere examples, and, for example, a configu-
ration may be made in a manner such that, as depicted in
FIG. 8B, a different highlighting effect can be designated for
each print-target page. Such a configuration allows a differ-
ent type of object data to be highlighted for each page,
thereby improving user convenience.

In addition to performing the judgment process described
with reference to embodiment 1, the judgment unit 15a
refers to a parameter related to the highlighting effect of the
print setting so as to judge whether a designated highlighting
effect indicates a color picture (in embodiment 3, a color
bitmap image will be referred to as a color picture).

Using the attribute information of judgment-target object
data obtained by the attribute-information obtaining unit
154, the first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ judges

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

14

whether the judgment-target object data corresponds to a
designated highlighting effect, thereby judging which of
color or monochrome the judgment-target object data is in.
That is, when judgment-target object data corresponds to a
designated highlighting effect, the first color/monochrome
judgment unit 15/ judges the object data to be in color;
otherwise, the first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/
judges the object data to be in monochrome.

More particularly, when judgment-target object data is not
a bitmap image, the first color/monochrome judgment unit
15f refers to a parameter related to the highlighting effect of
the print setting so as to identify a designated highlighting
effect. Using a color code included in a rendering command
of the judgment-target object data, the first color/mono-
chrome judgment unit 15/ judges whether the judgment-
target object data corresponds to the designated highlighting
effect. When the judgment-target object data corresponds to
the designated highlighting effect, the first color/mono-
chrome judgment unit 15/ judges the judgment-target object
data to be in color; otherwise, the first color/monochrome
judgment unit 15/ judges the object data to be in mono-
chrome.

Assume that the designated highlighting effect is green
text and that judgment-target object data is text data and has
the color code OxFF008000. The color code expresses (., R,
G, B)=(255, 0, 128, 0), indicating that the judgment-target
object data (text data) is rendered in a color in the green
range. That is, the object data in this case corresponds to the
designated highlighting effect, and hence the first color/
monochrome judgment unit 15 judges the object data to be
in color.

For judgment-target object data that is a bitmap image, the
first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ makes the color/
monochrome judgment using the format of the bitmap
image. That is, the first color/monochrome judgment unit
15f makes the color/monochrome judgment using a value
(biBitCount) specifying the number of bits per pixel in the
format of the bitmap image.

With reference to FIG. 9, the following will describe the
flow of a color/monochrome judgment process for a page k
in accordance with embodiment 3. FIG. 9 is an exemplary
flowchart illustrating the flow of a color/monochrome judg-
ment process for a page k in accordance with embodiment
3. This color/monochrome judgment process for a page k
corresponds to the process of step S004 of the aforemen-
tioned color/monochrome judgment process. Note that the
color/monochrome judgment process in accordance with
embodiment 3 is the same as the color/monochrome judg-
ment process in accordance with embodiment 1.

The attribute-information obtaining unit 154 analyzes
intermediate data so as to obtain attribute information of
each piece of object data of the page k (step S401). The
control unit 15 resets the second counter 15¢ (counter value
n=1) (step S402).

The judgment unit 154 judges whether an n-th piece of
object data of the page k is a bitmap image (step S403).
When the judgment unit 15a judges that the n-th piece of
object data is a bitmap image (YES in step S403), the
judgment unit 15a¢ refers to a parameter related to the
highlighting effect of the print setting so as to judge whether
the designated highlighting effect is a color picture (step
S404).

When the judgment unit 15a judges that the designated
highlighting effect is not a color picture (NO in step S404),
the flow shifts to step S502, which will be described
hereinafter.
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Meanwhile, when the judgment unit 15a judges that the
designated highlighting effect is a color picture (YES in step
S404), the first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ makes
the color/monochrome judgment using the format of the
bitmap image (step S405).

When the result of the judgment made by the first color/
monochrome judgment unit 15/is monochrome (NO in step
S405), the flow shifts to step S502, which will be described
hereinafter. Meanwhile, when the result of the judgment
made by the first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ is
color (YES in step S405), the second color/monochrome
judgment unit 15g makes the color/monochrome judgment
for each pixel of the judgment-target object data (step S406).

When the second color/monochrome judgment unit 15g
judges that the judgment-target object data does not include
a color pixel (NO in step S406), the flow shifts to step S502,
which will be described hereinafter.

Meanwhile, when the second color/monochrome judg-
ment unit 15g judges that the judgment-target object data
includes a color pixel (YES in step S406), the flag setting
unit 15/ changes the flag value of the color flag of the page
k to “1” (step S407). Then, the process ends, and the flow
shifts to step S005 of the color/monochrome judgment
process.

As described above, when the designated highlighting
effect is a color picture and the second color/monochrome
judgment unit 15g judges that judgment-target object data is
color data, the color/monochrome judgment is not made on
all of the pieces of object data of the page k, and the
color/monochrome judgment on the page k immediately
terminates.

When the judgment unit 15a judges in step S403 that the
n-th piece of object data is not a bitmap image (NO in step
S403), the first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ makes
the color/monochrome judgment on the piece of judgment-
target object data by judging, using color codes, whether the
piece of judgment-target object data corresponds to the
designated highlighting effect (step S501). In this case, when
the designated highlighting effect is, for example, a color
picture, the first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ gives
a judgment of NO (monochrome).

When the result of the judgment made by the first color/
monochrome judgment unit 15f'is color (YES in step S501),
the flow shifts to step S407, where the flag setting unit 15/
changes the flag value of the color flag of the page k to “1”
(step S407). Then, the process ends, and the flow shifts to
step S005 of the color/monochrome judgment process.

As described above, when judgment-target object data
that is not a bitmap image is judged to be in color by the first
color/monochrome judgment unit 15, the color/mono-
chrome judgment is not made on all of the pieces of object
data of the page k, and the color/monochrome judgment on
the page k immediately terminates.

Meanwhile, when the result of the judgment made by the
first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ is monochrome
(NO in step S501), the control unit 15 increments the second
counter 15e (step S502), and the judgment unit 154 judges
whether the color/monochrome judgment has been made on
all of the pieces of object data of the page k (step S503).

When the judgment unit 15a judges that the color/mono-
chrome judgment has not been made on all of the pieces of
object data of the page k (NO in step S503), the flow returns
to step S403, and the aforementioned processes are repeated.

Meanwhile, when the judgment unit 15a judges that the
color/monochrome judgment has been made on all of the
pieces of object data of the page k (YES in step S503), the
process ends, and the flow shifts to step S005 of the
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color/monochrome judgment process. In this case, the flag
value of the color flag of the page k in the color/mono-
chrome management table T1 does not change.

In embodiment 3, when a highlighting effect is desig-
nated, the printing control apparatus 10 judges whether
judgment-target object data corresponds to the designated
highlighting effect. When the judgment-target object data
corresponds to the designated highlighting effect, the color
mode is set for a page on which the judgment-target object
data is placed; when any of the pieces of object data of the
judgment-target page does not correspond to the designated
highlighting effect, the monochrome mode is set for the
judgment-target page. In such a configuration, the user
herself/himself does not need to make a setting by checking
each page including an item that needs to be highlighted, and
the color mode or monochrome mode can be properly
automatically set for each page. Accordingly, user conve-
nience can be improved.

In embodiment 3, in a case where one piece of object data
from among the pieces of object data of page k corresponds
to a designated highlighting effect, the printing control
apparatus 10 immediately sets the color mode for the page
k even when the pieces of object data of the page k include
a piece that has not been judged. Such a configuration may
shorten the processing time.

In embodiment 3, in a case where a designated highlight-
ing effect is a color picture, the printing control apparatus 10
judges that judgment-target object data rendered in gray-
scale is monochrome, even when the judgment-target object
data corresponds to the designated highlighting effect. In
such a configuration, the monochrome mode is set for object
data rendered in grayscale even when the object data cor-
responds to a designated highlighting effect, thereby
enabling the print cost to be decreased.

The following will describe embodiment 4.

Another application of the invention will be described
with reference to embodiment 4. Embodiment 4 will be
described with reference to a process performed when
“designated object is not printed” is checked in a designated-
object-printing setting screen depicted in FIG. 11.

FIG. 10 is a functional block diagram illustrating an
exemplary configuration of a printing control apparatus 10
forming a print system 100 in accordance with embodiment
4. The basic configuration of the printing control apparatus
10 in accordance with embodiment 4 is the same as the basic
configuration of the printing control apparatus 10 in accor-
dance with embodiment 1. However, as illustrated in FIG.
10, embodiment 4 is different from embodiment 1 in the
sense that the control unit 15 includes the table setting unit
15/, a first designated-object judgment unit 15k, and a
second designated-object judgment unit 15/, and that the
control unit 15 does not include the first color/monochrome
judgment unit 157, the second color/monochrome judgment
unit 15¢, and the flag setting unit 15/4. The judgment unit
15a and the job-data generating unit 15/ provide functions
slightly different from those provided by the judgment unit
15a and the job-data generating unit 15/ in embodiment 1.
Embodiment 4 is also different from embodiment 1 in the
sense that the storage unit 12 stores a designated-object
management table T3, not the color/monochrome manage-
ment table T1.

The first designated-object judgment unit 15% and the
second designated-object judgment unit 15/ in accordance
with embodiment 4 are function units corresponding to the
first color/monochrome judgment unit 15/ and the second
color/monochrome judgment unit 15g, respectively.
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Embodiment 4 is based on the assumption that, in making
print settings by operating the operation unit 14, the user of
the printing control apparatus 10 makes a setting for select-
ing a designated object using the designated-object-printing
setting screen illustrated in FIG. 11. FIG. 11 illustrates an
example of a designated-object-printing setting screen in
accordance with embodiment 4, and specific examples for
settings. Referring to FIG. 11, print settings for a designated
object may be made to be effective by selecting a desired
type from a list of types of object data including color
elements and by checking a checkbox corresponding to a
desired setting before selecting an OK button.

Referring to FIG. 11, selecting red text as a designated
object and setting “designated object is not printed” may
generate job data for a question sheet from which an
“answer” rendered in red text has been excluded; setting
“designated object is printed” may generate job data for an
answer sheet including “answer” rendered in red text.

FIG. 12 illustrates an example of a designated-object
management table T3 in accordance with embodiment 4.
The designated-object management table T3 is managed by
the table setting unit 15/. The job-data generating unit 15;
refers to the designated-object management table T3 to
generate job data. As illustrated in FIG. 12, the designated-
object management table T3 associates “page” and “order”
with each other.

The page number (i.e., the counter value k of the first
counter 15¢) of a page on which is placed object data
corresponding to a designated object identified in a desig-
nated-object identifying process, which will be described in
detail hereinafter, is stored in the field “page”; the counter
value n of the second counter 15e corresponding to the
object data is stored in the field “order”.

Descriptions will be given with reference to FIG. 10
again. The control unit 15 consists of, for example, a CPU.
The control unit 15 executes an operation program stored in
a program area of the storage unit 12 so as to achieve, as
depicted in FIG. 10, functions as the judgment unit 15aq, the
intermediate-data generating unit 155, the first counter 15¢,
the attribute-information obtaining unit 154, the second
counter 15¢, the job-data generating unit 15/, the table
setting unit 15;, the first designated-object judgment unit
15k, and the second designated-object judgment unit 15/,
and so as to perform processes including a designated-object
identifying process and a process of controlling the entirety
of the printing control apparatus 10.

The judgment unit 15a refers to a parameter related to the
designated-object-printing setting of the print setting so as to
judge whether “designated object is not printed” has been
set. The judgment unit 15a refers to a parameter related to
the designated-object print setting of the print setting so as
to judge whether the designated object type is a picture (note
that a bitmap image is referred to as a picture in embodiment
4). When the judgment unit 15a judges that the designated
object is a picture, the judgment unit 15a further judges
whether the designated object is a color picture.

The judgment unit 154 judges whether the identifying
process has been performed for all print-target pages. More
particularly, the judgment unit 15¢ judges whether the
counter value k of the first counter 15¢ has exceeded the
number of print-target pages, so as to judge whether the
identifying process has been performed on all print-target
pages.

The judgment unit 154 judges whether an n-th piece of
object data corresponding to the counter value n of the
second counter 15¢ is a bitmap image such as a JPEG image
or a GIF image. More particularly, the judgment unit 15a
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analyzes attribute information of judgment-target object data
obtained by the attribute-information obtaining unit 154 and
judges, using, for example, a file type, whether the object
data is a bitmap image.

The judgment unit 15a also judges whether all pieces of
object data of the page k have been judged as to whether they
correspond to the designated object. More particularly, the
judgment unit 15a judges whether the counter value n of the
second counter 15¢ has exceeded the number of pieces of
object data of the page k, so as to judge whether all pieces
of object data of the page k have been judged as to whether
they correspond to the designated object.

When “designated object is not printed” has been set, the
job-data generating unit 15; refers to the designated-object
management table T3 so as to generate job data from which
the object data registered in the designated-object manage-
ment table T3 has been excluded. The job-data generating
unit 15; transmits the generated job data to a designated
printing apparatus 20 using the communication unit 11.
Referring to, for example, FIG. 12, the job-data generating
unit 157 generates, for page 1, job data from which the pieces
of object data corresponding to nl, n2, and n3, i.e., counter
values of the second counter 15¢, have been excluded.

Descriptions will be given with reference to FIG. 10
again. When the first designated-object judgment unit 15% or
the second designated-object judgment unit 15/ judges that
judgment-target object data corresponds to a designated
object, the table setting unit 15; registers the page number of
a page on which the judgment-target object data is placed
(i.e., the counter value k of the first counter 15¢) and the
counter value n of the second counter 15¢ in the designated-
object management table T3 in association with each other.
When the counter value k of the first counter 15¢ satisfies
k=3 and the counter value n of the second counter 15¢
satisfies n=5, the table setting unit 15/ stores “3” in the field
“page” and “5” in the corresponding field “order”.

Using the attribute information of judgment-target object
data obtained by the attribute-information obtaining unit
15d, the first designated-object judgment unit 15% judges
whether judgment-target object data corresponds to a des-
ignated object.

More particular, when judgment-target object data is not
a bitmap image, the first designated-object judgment unit
15k refers to a parameter related to the designated-object-
printing setting of the print setting so as to identify the type
of the designated object. Using a color code included in a
rendering command of the judgment-target object data, the
first designated-object judgment unit 154 judges whether the
judgment-target object data corresponds to the designated
object.

Assume that the designated object is red text and that
judgment-target object data is text data and has the color
code OxFF800000. In this case, the color code expresses (c,
R, G, B)=(255, 128, 0, 0), indicating that the judgment-
target object data (text data) is rendered in a color in the red
range. That is, in this case, the first designated-object
judgment unit 154 judges that the object data corresponds to
the designated object.

For judgment-target object data that is a bitmap image, the
first designated-object judgment unit 154 judges, using the
format of the bitmap image, whether the judgment-target
object data corresponds to a designated object. That is, using
a value (biBitCount) specifying the number of bits per pixel
in the format of the bitmap image, the first designated-object
judgment unit 154 judges which of color or monochrome the
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judgment-target object data is in, so as to judge whether the
judgment-target object data corresponds to the designated
object.

More particularly, in the case where the designated object
is a monochrome picture and the value (biBitCount) speci-
fying the number of bits per pixel in the format of the bitmap
image indicates monochrome (black-and-white bitmap), the
first designated-object judgment unit 154 judges that the
judgment-target object data corresponds to the designated
object. In the case where the designated object is a color
picture and the value (biBitCount) specifying the number of
bits per pixel in the format of the bitmap image indicates
color, the first designated-object judgment unit 15% judges
that the judgment-target object data corresponds to the
designated object.

When judgment-target object data is a bitmap image
judged to be in color by the first designated-object judgment
unit 15%, the second designated-object judgment unit 15/
makes the color/monochrome judgment on each of the
pixels of the judgment-target object data in order starting
from, for example, pixels at the upper-left end, thereby
judging whether judgment-target object data corresponds to
the designated object.

More particularly, in the case where the designated object
is a color picture and the first designated-object judgment
unit 154 judges that judgment-target object data corresponds
to the designated object, the second designated-object judg-
ment unit 15/ makes the color/monochrome judgment on
each of the pixels of the judgment-target object data, thereby
judging whether judgment-target object data corresponds to
the designated object. In this case, when the second desig-
nated-object judgment unit 15/ judges a certain pixel to have
a color, the second designated-object judgment unit 15/ does
not make the color/monochrome judgment on the following
pixels and decides that the judgment-target object data is in
color and corresponds to the designated object. Meanwhile,
when all of the pixels are grayscale pixels, the second
designated-object judgment unit 15/ judges that the judg-
ment-target object data does not correspond to the desig-
nated object.

In the case where the designated object is a monochrome
picture and the first designated-object judgment unit 15%
determines that judgment-target object data does not corre-
spond to the designated object, the second designated-object
judgment unit 15/ makes the color/monochrome judgment
on each of the pixels of the judgment-target object data,
thereby judging whether judgment-target object data corre-
sponds to the designated object. When all of the pixels are
grayscale pixels, the second designated-object judgment unit
15/ judges that the judgment-target object data corresponds
to the designated object; when a color pixel is present, the
second designated-object judgment unit 15/ judges that the
judgment-target object data does not correspond to the
designated object.

With reference to FIG. 13, the following will describe a
designated-object identifying process in accordance with
embodiment 4. FIG. 13 is an exemplary flowchart illustrat-
ing the flow of a designated-object identifying process in
accordance with embodiment 4. The designated-object iden-
tifying process starts in response to the user operating the
operation unit 14 to give a print instruction that includes a
designated-object print setting.

A print instruction is made to cause the intermediate-data
generating unit 156 to generate intermediate data using
print-target data and to store the intermediate data in the
storage unit 12 (step S601). The judgment unit 15a refers to
a parameter related to the designated-object-printing setting
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of a print setting so as to judge whether “designated object
is not printed” has been set (step S602).

When the judgment unit 15¢ judges that “designated
object is printed” has been set (NO in step S602), ordinary
job data is generated, and the communication unit 11 trans-
mits the job data to a designed printing apparatus 20 (step
S608). Then, the process ends.

Meanwhile, when the judgment unit 152 judges that
“designated object is not printed” has been set (YES in step
S602), the control unit 15 resets the first counter 15¢
(counter value k=1) (step S603), and the table setting unit
15/ initializes the designated-object management table T3
(step S604).

The first designated-object judgment unit 15% performs
the designated-object identifying process for a page k in
cooperation with, for example, the attribute-information
obtaining unit 154 (step S605). When the designated-object
identifying process for the page k ends, the control unit 15
increments the first counter 15¢ (step S606), and the judg-
ment unit 15a¢ judges whether the identitying process has
been performed for all of the pages of the print target (step
S607).

When the judgment unit 15a judges that the identifying
process has not been performed for all of the pages of the
print target (NO in step S607), the flow returns to step S605,
and the aforementioned processes are repeated.

Meanwhile, when the judgment unit 154 judges that the
identifying process has been performed for all of the pages
of the print target (YES in step S607), the job-data gener-
ating unit 157 refers to the designated-object management
table T3 so as to generate job data from which the object data
registered in the designated-object management table T3 has
been excluded, and causes the communication unit 11 to
transmit the generated job data to a designated printing
apparatus 20 (step S608). Then, the process ends.

With reference to FIG. 14, the following will describe the
flow of the designated-object identifying process for a page
k in accordance with embodiment 4. FIG. 14 is an exemplary
flowchart illustrating the flow of a designated-object iden-
tifying process for a page k in accordance with embodiment
4. This designated-object identifying process for a page k
corresponds to the process of step S605 of the aforemen-
tioned designated-object identifying process.

The attribute-information obtaining unit 154 analyzes
intermediate data so as to obtain attribute information of
each piece of object data of the page k (step S701). The
control unit 15 resets the second counter 15¢ (counter value
n=1) (step S702).

The judgment unit 154 judges whether an n-th piece of
object data of the page k is a bitmap image (step S703).
When the judgment unit 15a judges that the n-th piece of
object data is a bitmap image (YES in step S703), the
judgment unit 15a¢ refers to a parameter related to the
designated-object-printing setting of a print setting so as to
judge whether the designated object type is a picture (step
S704).

When the judgment unit 15a judges that the designated
object is not a picture (NO in step S704), the flow shifts to
step S902, which will be described hereinafter. Meanwhile,
when the judgment unit 15¢ judges that the designated
object is a picture (YES in step S704), the judgment unit 154
further judges whether the designated object is a color
picture (step S705).

When the judgment unit 15a judges that the designated
object is a color picture (YES in step S705), the first
designated-object judgment unit 15% judges, using the for-
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mat of the bitmap image, whether the judgment-target object
data corresponds to the designated object (step S706).

When the first designated-object judgment unit 154 judges
that the judgment-target object data does not correspond to
the designated object (NO in step S706), i.e., when the
format of the bitmap image is indicated as being mono-
chrome, the flow shifts to step S902, which will be described
hereinafter.

Meanwhile, when the first designated-object judgment
unit 15% judges that the judgment-target object data corre-
sponds to the designated object (YES in step S706), i.e.,
when the format of the bitmap image is indicated as being
color, the second designated-object judgment unit 15/ makes
the color/monochrome judgment on each pixel of the judg-
ment-target object data and judges whether the judgment-
target object data corresponds to the designated object (step
S707).

When the second designated-object judgment unit 15/
judges that the judgment-target object data does not corre-
spond to the designated object (NO in step S707), i.e., when
all of the pixels are grayscale pixels, the flow shifts to step
S902, which will be described hereinafter.

Meanwhile, when the second designated-object judgment
unit 15/ judges that the judgment-target object data corre-
sponds to the designated object (YES in step S707), i.e.,
when a color pixel is present, the table setting unit 157
additionally registers the page number of a page on which
the judgment-target object data is placed (i.e., the counter
value k of the first counter 15¢) and the counter value n of
the second counter 15¢ in the designated-object management
table T3 in association with each other (step S708). Then,
the flow shifts to step S902, which will be described
hereinafter.

When the judgment unit 15a judges in step S705 that the
designated object is a monochrome picture (NO in step
S705), the first designated-object judgment unit 15% judges,
using the format of the bitmap image, whether the judgment-
target object data corresponds to the designated object (step
S801).

When the first designated-object judgment unit 154 judges
that the judgment-target object data corresponds to the
designated object (YES in step S706), i.e., when the format
of the bitmap image is indicated as being monochrome, the
flow shifts to step S708.

Meanwhile, when the first designated-object judgment
unit 15% judges that the judgment-target object data does not
correspond to the designated object (NO in step S801), i.e.,
when the format of the bitmap image is indicated as being
color, the second designated-object judgment unit 15/ makes
the color/monochrome judgment on each pixel of the judg-
ment-target object data and judges whether the judgment-
target object data corresponds to the designated object (step
S802).

When the second designated-object judgment unit 15/
judges that the judgment-target object data corresponds to
the designated object (YES in step S802), i.e., when all of
the pixels are grayscale pixels, the flow shifts to step S708.

Meanwhile, when the second designated-object judgment
unit 15/ judges that the judgment-target object data does not
correspond to the designated object (NO in step S802), the
flow shifts to step S902, which will be described hereinafter.

When the judgment unit 15a judges in step S703 that the
n-th piece of object data is not a bitmap image (NO in step
S703), the first designated-object judgment unit 15% judges,
using color codes, whether the judgment-target object data
corresponds to the designated object (step S901).
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When the first designated-object judgment unit 15% judges
that the judgment-target object data corresponds to the
designated object (YES in step S901), the flow shifts to step
S708.

Meanwhile, when the first designated-object judgment
unit 154 judges that the judgment-target object data does not
correspond to the designated object (NO in step S901), the
control unit 15 increments the second counter 15¢ (step
S902), and the judgment unit 154 judges whether all pieces
of object data of the page k have been judged as to whether
they correspond to the designated object (step S903).

When the judgment unit 154 judges that not every piece
of object data of the page k has been judged as to whether
it corresponds to the designated object (NO in step S903),
the flow returns to step S703, and the aforementioned
processes are repeated.

Meanwhile, when the judgment unit 154 judges that every
piece of object data of the page k has been judged as to
whether it corresponds to the designated object (YES in step
S903), the process ends, and the flow shifts to step S606 of
the designated-object identifying process.

In embodiment 4, when “designated object is not printed”
has been set, the printing control apparatus 10 identifies
object data corresponding to a designated object and gen-
erates job data from which the identified object data has been
excluded. Such a configuration allows a plurality of types of
job data to be generated using one draft so that user
convenience can be improved.

Embodiments 1-3 were described under a condition in
which the printing control apparatus 10 manages the color/
monochrome judgment process, but the printing apparatus
20 may be configured to include the aforementioned func-
tion units so that the printing apparatus 20 can manage the
color/monochrome judgment process. Such a configuration
enables the color/monochrome judgment process to be per-
formed on, for example, print-target data retrieved from a
USB (Universal Serial Bus) memory.

Embodiment 2 was described with reference to a situation
in which the color/monochrome judgment process is per-
formed preferentially on a bitmap image included in the
object data of a page k, but the color/monochrome judgment
may be made initially on, for example, non-bitmap-image
object data. The second color/monochrome judgment unit
15¢g does not need to make the color/monochrome judgment
on bitmap-image object data soon after this data is judged to
be in color by the first color/monochrome judgment unit 157,
i.e., the second color/monochrome judgment unit 15g may
make the color/monochrome judgment afterwards. Using,
for example, the file format of a print target, a judgment may
be made as to which type of object data of a page k the
color/monochrome judgment is to be preferentially made on.

Embodiment 4 was described under a condition in which,
in accordance with the setting, object data corresponding to
a designated object is printed or is not printed; however, in
accordance with the setting, job data for applying a prede-
termined process (e.g., a process of painting over object data
corresponding to a designated object, a process of highlight-
ing an item (using bold lines, heightening a color, changing
a font) to object data corresponding to a designated object)
may be generated. In accordance with the setting, a specific
process may be performed on object data corresponding to
a designated object.

The designated-object-printing setting screen in accor-
dance with embodiment 4 may be configured in a manner
such that, as described above with reference to embodiment
3, a different designated object can be selected for each page.
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An operation program for performing the aforementioned
operations may be stored in a computer-readable recording
medium such as a flexible disk, CD-ROM (Compact Disk-
Read Only Memory), DVD (Digital Versatile Disk), or MO
(Magneto Optical Disk) and installed in a computer such as
the printing control apparatus 10 so as to perform the
aforementioned processes. In addition, the operation pro-
gram may be stored in, for example, a disk apparatus of a
server apparatus on the Internet and superimposed on carrier
waves for transmitting information so that a computer can
download the operation program.

Embodiments of the invention have been described, but
the invention is not limited to the described embodiments.
The invention can have various configurations and embodi-
ments without departing from the sprit thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A printing control method comprising:

generating, using a piece of data on a print target, a piece

of intermediate data for each individual piece of object
data;

first judging, using attribute information of a piece of

object data included in the piece of intermediate data,
whether the piece of object data is an image in an
intermediate data format;

second judging, using a color code included in the attri-

bute information, which of color or monochrome the
piece of object data is in;

third judging which of color or monochrome each indi-

vidual pixel of the piece of object data is in when the
piece of object data is judged to be an image in the
intermediate data format and is judged to be in color by
the second judging; and

when the piece of object data is judged to include a color

pixel by third judging, generating a piece of job data in
a raster data format that sets a color mode for a page of
the print target on which the piece of object data is
placed.

2. The printing control method according to claim 1,
further comprising using a printing control apparatus to
preferentially judge a particular type of object data of the
page.

3. The printing control method according to claim 1,
wherein in a case where a color pixel is judged to be present
by the third judging, even when pieces of object data of a
page on which the piece of object data is placed includes a
piece of object data that has not been judged, and using a
printing control apparatus to set the color mode for the page
without judging the piece of object data that has not been
judged.

4. The printing control method according to claim 1,
wherein in a case where a highlighting target type that is a
type of object data to be printed in the color mode is
designated, the second judging, using the attribute informa-
tion, whether the piece of object data corresponds to object
data of the highlighting target type, and when the piece of
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object data corresponds to object data of the highlighting
target type, the piece of object data is judged to be in color
by the second judging;

otherwise, the piece of object data is judged to be in

monochrome by the second judging.

5. A printing control method comprising:

generating, using a piece of data on a print target, a piece

of intermediate data for each individual piece of object
data;

first judging, using attribute information of a piece of

object data included in the piece of intermediate data,
whether the piece of object data is an image in an
intermediate data format;

when the piece of object data is an image in an interme-

diate data format, second judging, using the attribute
information, whether the piece of object data is in color,
so as to judge whether the piece of object data corre-
sponds to a designated object indicating a type of object
data including a color element, the designated object is
designated in a print setting;

when the piece of object data is judged to be in color by

the second judging, third judging which of color or
monochrome each individual pixel of the image in the
intermediate data format is in, so as to judge whether
the piece of object data corresponds to the designated
object; and

generating a piece of job data in a raster data format by

applying a predetermined process to a piece of object
data judged to correspond to the designated object by
the third judging.

6. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
having stored therein a program for causing a computer of
a printing control apparatus to perform a process compris-
ing:

generating, using a piece of data on a print target, a piece

of intermediate data for each individual piece of object
data;

judging, using attribute information of a piece of object

data included in the piece of intermediate data, whether
the piece of object data is an image in an intermediate
data format;

judging, using a color code included in the attribute

information, which of color or monochrome the piece
of object data is in;

judging which of color or monochrome each individual

pixel of the piece of object data is in when the piece of
object data is judged to be an image in the intermediate
data format and is judged to be in color using a color
code included in the attribute information; and

when the piece of object data is judged to include a color

pixel, generating a piece of job data in a raster data
format that sets a color mode for a page of the print
target on which the piece of object data is placed.
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